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Every child

has a right to a
safe, happy and
permanent home.

Usually, the best place for them is
with their family; however, there are
some children and young people for
whom it is not safe to live with their
families.

SSI Multicultural Foster Care provides
support for children and young people
from culturally and linguistically diverse
(CALD) backgrounds who can't live
with their families and are in out-of-
home care.

While we have a focus on recruiting
foster carers from CALD backgrounds,
we are always interested to hear from
people of any background who have
a genuine interest in providing a safe,
caring and stable home for these
children and young people.

Moi tré em déu
c6 quyén dugc
song trong MmOt
ngdi nha on dinh,
an toan va hanh
phuc.

Thoéng thudng, noi tét nhét cho tré 1a
trong gia dinh ctia minh; thé nhung
clng c6 mot sb tré em va thanh nién
rgi vao hoan canh khong an toan néu
séng trong gia dinh minh. Tinh hinh
nay c6 thé chi kéo dai trong thdi gian
ngan, nhung cing c6 thé 1au dai hoéc
mai mai.

SSI Multicultural Foster Care la chuong
trinh cham séc nudi dudng cung cap
su hd trg cho thanh thiéu nién cé
ngudn gbc xuat than van hoéa va ngén
ngu da dang (CALD) vi cac em khong
thé séng chung ciing gia dinh va can
dugc cham séc nudi dudng ngoai gia
dinh.

Chuong trinh bao gdm tré em ngudi
Viét. SSI Multicultural Foster Care dang
tim kiém ngudi Viét 1am viéc cham séc
nudi dudng dé cho cac em nay dugc
séng trong mai 4m gia dinh an toan,
quan tam va 6n dinh.



T e
cnalrr
auong:
Ngudi cham séc nudi duéng cung cap
mot moi trudng an toan cho nhiing thanh
thiéu nién gap khé khin can cham séc
ngoai gia dinh bang cach gilp cac em
tr@ thanh mét ngudi than trong chinh gia
dinh va ng6i nha ctia minh.

C6 hon 18500 thanh thiéu nién hién dang
dugc cham sé¢ ngodi gia dinh & tidu
bang NSW. Ngugi cham séc nudi dudng
déng vai tro quan trong trong viéc glup

d& cung cap mét mai 4m va gia dinh 6n
dinh cho rét nhidu cac em nay.

Lam ngudi cham séc nudi dudng la co
hoi gilp d& mot thiéu nién hoac thanh
nién da tiing phai trai qua nhiing hoan
canh khé khan. Quy vi cé thé gidp d&
b&ng céch hé trg cho cac em trong thoi
gian cac em dang phai cha tgi ngay dugc
tr& vé vd&i cha me, hodc béng céach cho
cac em dugc mét mai 4m quan tam, an
toan va 6n dinh dé cac em trudng thanh
trong thai gian lau dai.

Béng viéc cung cap su hudng dan, nhan
nai, hé trg, &n dinh va ¢b vii khuyén khich
cac em, nguci cham séc nudi dudng
mang lai su khac biét thuc sy cho cudc
sbng clia cac em.
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Méi ngudi chdm séc nudi dudng déu
c6 nhing ky nang, pham chat va hoan
canh gia dinh khac nhau. Tt ca ngudi
cham séc déu dugc cung cép thdng tin,
dugc huén luyén va thAm dinh dé& duoc
trao trach nhiém lam ngudi cham soéc
nudi dudng.
Nhing pham chét chinh yéu dé tré
thanh ngudGi cham séc nudi duéng hiu
hiéu la cd su quan tam that su va chu
trong dén su an sinh va tuong lai ctia
cac em. Nhing dac tinh quan trong
khac nla la:
« long cam thong va biét lAng nghe
o sy kién tri khi tinh hinh tr& nén kho
khan
o cam két hé trg cho tré co dugc mai
4m va gia dinh quan tam, &n dinh
« tinh linh hoat va kha nang thich tng
« 1ong nhan nai va tinh hai hudc
o su &n dinh va thai dé nhét quan
trong trong ddi sdng ca nhan cting
nhu gia dinh
« s&n long clng phdi hop lam viéc vdi
nhng nguai khac trong cudc dai
clia tré chang han nhu nhiing ngudi
la cha me dé, anh chi em va ba con
rudt thit ctia em dé
o kha ndng diu dat va ky luat tré em
ma khoéng can phai triing phat thé
chat
e cham sdc stic khde thé chét va tinh
than ctia ban than va clia moi ngudi
trong gia dinh minh

« s&n long phdi hop 1am viéc véi nhan
vién dam trach trudng hgp khi phai
c6 quyét dinh

« s&n 1dng hd tro tré dé phat trién v
thiic v& ban than c6 thé la trong cac
mat van héa, ngén ng va ton gido
va su gén két véi cong dong cla tré.

Vi sao mot s6 em
can duoc cham

sOc nudi dudng?
Moi tré em d&u khac nhau va nguyén

nhan cac em can dugc cham séc cuing
khac nhau.

Thanh thiéu nién can dugc cham séc
khi cac em phai r&i cha me va gia dinh
rudt thit vi cac em bi roi vao hoan canh
rat khong an toan.

Cé rét nhidu nguyén nhan khac nhau
dan dén viéc cha me khong co kha
nang cham soéc con céi. Boi khi do
hoan canh cha me bij trdm cam hoac bj
nhiing van d& tam than khac, do hoan
canh xay ra bao hanh trong gia dinh
hoac vi vAn d& rugu ché va ma tly.
Cung c6 khi la nhidu nguyén nhan
cong lai.

Thanh thiéu nién dugc cham séc nudi
dudng sé can rat nhidu thoi gian va su
hé trg dé gitp cac em hiéu duoc hoan
canh ctia minh. Mudn 1am dugc diéu
ndy can phai ndi chuyén vdi cac em vé&
nguyén nhan vi sao cac em lai & day va
nhiing quyét dinh c&n cé dé gilp céc
em séng trong Mot méai 4m an toan,

bn dinh va lau dai.
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Vi sao tré em xuét than 1a ngudi Viét
can cO nguci cham soc nudi dudng la
nguai Viét?

Tré em co rét nhiéu nhu cau khéc nhau, Béi voi nguoi chdm séc khong co cling
bao gom quyéen dugc cham soéc y té tot,  nguon goc van hda, nhém nhan vién

dugc hoc hanh, va dugc co thdng tin clia SSI Multicultural Foster Care sé& phéi
vé danh tinh, gia dinh va van hoéa cua hop lam viéc cung vdi ngudi cham soc,
minh. véi dda tré, véi cha me dé, va khi can,

ca véi nhan vién cting ngudn géc van
hoa dé xay dung va trién khai ké hoach
chdm séc v& van héa dé gilp ngudi
cham séc dép Uing cac nhu cau van
hoa cua em do.

Tré em dugc cham séc nubi dudng ma
dugc hé trg dé& hoc hoi va duy tri méi
lién hé vdi van hoa, ton gido va ngon
ng( clia minh sé trudng thanh tét hon
nhiing em khong dugdc hd tro vé& céc
mat do. Nhiing gan két nay gitp cho tré
em hiéu dugc ngudn géc xuét than clia
minh va xay dung y thiic minh thuéc vé
dau, ddng thoi cam nhan dudc dac tinh
cé nhan cla minh v& mat van hoa, ton
gido va ngbn ngd.

Gilip tré em duy tri dugc mdi lién hé

vdi van hda, ngdn ng va ton gido cla
céc em clng la gilp cho cac em dé
dang hoa nhap néu va khi cac em néi
lai quan hé hoac dugc trd vé& vdi cha me
dé va ba con rudt thit.

SSI Multicultural Foster Care chu trong
manh mé tdi viéc gilp dé tré em duy tn
dugc su gan két nay. Cling vdi su hd tro
clia nhan vién dam trach, ngudi cham
s6c nudi dudng sé cam két gitip dia

tré & véi minh dugc hoc hoi va gén két
vdi van hda, ton giao va ngbén ngl cla
em do.
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Cac phuong an cham soc nudi dudng

Viéc cham séc¢ nudi dudng nhu thé ndo sé phu thudc vao nhu cdu va hoan canh cla tiing

em. Bao gom:

Cham séc khan cap

Cham séc khan cép 1a danh cho cac
em can dugc chdm séc khan cép vi
nhing lo ngai tdc thoi v& mat an toan
cho cac em. Cham séc khan cép co
thé la trong vai dém téi vai tuan.

Cham séc ngén han téi
trung han

Cham s6¢ ngén han tdi trung han co
thé kéo dai bat cif thoi gian nao ti vai
tudn téi vai thang. Néu phl hop véi [0
ich t&t nhAt clia tré va néu an toan, SSI
Multicultural Foster Care sé lam viéc
vdi BO Dich vu gia dinh va cong déng
cung cac gia dinh trong thai gian nay
dé dua tré trd lai cho cha me em cham
soc.

Khi viéc dua tré tr¢ lai gia dinh rudt thit
clia minh khéng con la muc tiéu cho
em dé nita thi can thu xép nudi dudng
ng&n han trong thai gian thAm dinh ba
con rudt thit clia em dé quyét dinh vé
viéc cham séc dai han.

Néu phuong an nay khong thuc hién
duoc, thi phai thu xép cham séc¢ ngan
han t&i trung han cho dén khi tim dugc
ngudi chdm séc nudi dudng dai han
vinh vién cho difa tré.

Cham séc d& cho cha me dugc
nghi ngoi

Thinh thoang cha me dé hodc nguGi cham
sOC nudi duding can mot thdi gian dé nghi
ngai. Cham séc dé cho cha me dugc nghi
ngoi la viéc cham soc cac em trong thoi
gian ngan nham gidp cho cha me d& hoic
nguai nudi dudng dugc nghi ngoi, nhu la
trong dip nghi hé hoac ngay cudi tuan.

Cham soc dai han hoac

vinh vién

Ngudi chdm séc dai han hoac vinh vién
la ngudi nhan trach nhiém va cam két sé
cham séc vinh vién cho thanh thiéu nién
do. Béi vdi mét sé cac em, viec chdm
séc 1au dai cé thé bao gdbm 1énh toa cho
quyén giam ho hoac nhan con nudi theo
hinh thtic cong khai.

Thanh thiéu nién dé tr& thanh ngudi than
trong gia dinh cham séc nudi duéng it
nhét 14 cho dén khi cac em du 18 tudi va
thudng la trong nhidu ndm sau dé nia.

Nhiing phdm chét d4c biét ctia ngudi
chdm séc dai han bao gdm kha nang
chdm séc va hé trg cho tré dé tré dép tng
dugc cac nhu cAu clia ban than. Didu nay
cling bao gdm viéc gitp tré duy tr lién lac
vdi gia dinh ruét thit ctia minh.
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Piéu tréng dagi dbi véi ngudi cham
soc nudi dudng

M& réng ctia nha minh dé dén mat thanh
nién dang can dugc cham séc va bao vé
12 quyét dinh va cam két 16n lao. Mac dau

viéc 4y doi khi 1a thtr thach, nhung phan

“Quy vi dem tdi cho cac

thudng con Ién hon nhiing Itic khé khan. chau tinh yéu thuong va

Dudi day 1a mot sé y kién ctia nhiing
ngudi cham séc nubi dudng ve kinh

nghiém ban than:

mang lai nhing gi cac
chdu thiéu thén. Hay doi
XU vdi cac chau nhu nguci
than trong gia dinh.”

“Cudc séng clia chiing t6i da thay dbi tét hon

t7 khi chdng téi bat dau lam viéc chdm séc nuéi
duéng. Ban be chung téi thuong néi dam tré that
co phudc dugc & vdi chung tbi, nhung chdng toi
cho rang chinh ching t6i mdi la ngudi cé phudc
nho dugc co cac chau trong nha minh va trong
gia dinh minh.”
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“Bén canh nhiing khé khadn con cé niém
vui tuyét voi khi biét rdng téi da gidp cho
cdc chédu nay gdn két vdi tén gido va van
héa ctia cac chdu, va diéu nay da gilp cho
chung tr& thanh nhing ngudi manh mé va
hanh phdc.... Téi da mang lai cho cac chau
tinh yéu thuong va su an toan ma chung
cén cho tdi khi ching sdn sang tr& vé vdi
gia dinh rudt thit, béi vay ti biét rang téi da
thanh céng trong vai tro lam ngudi cham
soc nudi duéng.”



Cung giéng nhu moi tré em, nhiing tré
dugc cham soéc nudi dudng ngoai gia
dinh sé c6 c4 tinh riéng, cé uu diém

va d&c tinh riéng. Tuy nhién, didu quan
trong can phai Iuu v 1a cac em nay da
tling bi hanh ha, ngugc déai hodc bj bd
roi va nay bi tach khai gia dinh rudt thit
clia minh. Bai thé, khdng cé gi la néu
tré & trang thai bat an, budn rdu, khong
tin tuédng & ngudi khac vaéi tam trang lo
au, mat mat va ca gian di nta. D6 tudi
va lai lich riéng cla ttng tré sé c6 anh
hudng tdi cach hanh xt clia cac em.
Cham sbc tré ¢ tam trang nhu vay cé
thé 14 mot thir thach. Tuy thé, nhan vién
dam trach cua SSI Multicultural Foster
Care sé phdi hop chat ché véi ngudi
nuoi dudng va vdi tré dé cling nhau
VUt qua moi tré ngai. Tré em dudc
cham sé¢ nudi dudng 14 trong do tudi ti
0-18. Nhidu em di cling anh chj em ruét,
nhung cliing cé em dugc cham séc nuoi
duéng maét minh.

SSI Multicultural Foster Care cung c&p

mot loat cac dich vu hd trg cho ngudi

cham séc nubi dudng, cho cac em dugc

nudi dudng, cho gia dinh ngudi NuOi

dudng va cho ca gia dinh rudt thit ctia

cac em.

Su hd trg bao gom:

e nhan vién téi tham hang thang va lién
lac thudng xuyén bang dién thoai

e dugc huén luyén ban dau va huén
luyén thudng ky, bang tiéng Viét néu
can

« dudc quyén st dung dudng day hd
tro 24 gio dé duoc hd tro kip thoi
trong tinh huéng khiing hoang

« c6 ngudi cham séc thé dé dugc nghi
ngoi

» dugc gidi thiéu t&i mot loat cac dich
vu ho trg

Ngudi cham séc nudi dudng duagc trg
clp & muc 4n dinh hai tudn mat 1an tly
vao do tudi dda tré. Khoan tra cap nay
dung dé trang trai nhiing chi phi nhu 4o
quan, an udng, hoc hanh va cac nhu
cau khac clia cac em khi cac em & Vi
gia dinh ngudi cham séc.

T4t ca nhiing ngudi chdm séc nudi
dudng mdi déu dugc huén luyén dé
chdm séc thanh thiéu nién. Tham gia
huén luyén la diéu bt budc va la

mot phan clia quy trinh danh gia va

Gy nhiém. Khéa huén luyén bao gom
céc cudc thao luén truc tiép vdi tting
ngudi va du mot khoa huén luyén ngén.
Viéc huén luyén cé thé dugc thu xép
vao thadi gian thuén tién cho quy vi.

Sau khi da tré thanh nguGi cham séc
nuoi dudng, quy vi van tiép tuc dugc
huén luyén va tat ca viéc huan luyén la
mién phi. Quy vi cling c6 ca héi gap g&
va dugc ho trg bdi nhiing ngudi cham
s6c nudi dudng khac.
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B4t ky ai cling c6 thé dang ky xin
lam ngudGi cham séc nudi dudng chi
can hoi du céc diéu kién nhu néu
dusi day.
Ngudi dang ky phai la:
o 21 tubi trd 18n
« la cong dan Uc hoic I thuong tri
nhan Uc
« khoe manh v& thé chét va viing
chéc v& mat tinh cam, khong cé
bénh tat gi c6 thé anh hudng tdi
kha nang cham sdc mot thanh
thiéu nién.
Ngudi cham séc nudi dudng thudc
moi tang I8p x& hoi. Ho co thé 1a:
 ngudi doc than, vo chdng cé hon
thu, hoac ddng gidi hoac khong
hon tha
» dang thué nha hoac la chu nha
e dang c6 viéc lam hodc khéng co
viéc lam
 la ngudi da co con cai hoac la
ngudi cé quan tam dac biét mudn
gilp dé tré em
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Lam thé nao dé
dang ky lam ngudi
cham soc nuOi
dudng va toi sé
phai lam gi?

Néu muon lam ngudi cham séc nudi
dusng véi SSI, quy vi c6 thé lién lac véi

chling téi goi s6 (02) 8713 9200 hoac
email fostercare@ssi.org.au

Chung t6i sé thu xép gid hen dé nhan
vién noi tiéng Viét t6i va noi chuyén véi
quy Vi va gia dinh v& viéc cham séc nudi
dudng, v& nhiing didu lién quan va cach
nop dan.

Quy vi s& nhan duodc cac tai liéu v& dich

VU clia chiing téi va don xin dang ky.

Mot khi quy vi d& c6 dl céc chi tiét can

thiét va quyét dinh tién tdi, budc ke tieép

sé la n6p don xin dang ky cho chung toi.

Chung t6i cé thé gilip quy vi dién don

dang ky néu quy vi can dugc su giup dé.

Ké do, quy vi sé dugc mdi tham gia viéc

th&m dinh dé gitp ching tdi xac dinh quy

vi 6 hoi du tiéu chuén dé tré thanh ngudi

cham séc nudi dudng vdi co s& ching téi

hay khong.

Viéc thAm dinh ban dau bao gdm:

« kiém tra su an toan tai nha clia quy Vi

o yéu cau chiing nhan vé stic khde va vé
hanh kiém

o kiém tra dé dugc phép lam viéc véi tré
em (Working with Children) va kiém tra
v& mat tidn an tién su déi véi nhiing
nguadi Ién dang song trong gia dinh

o tham gia khoa huén luyén

« ching t6i sé phdng van thdm dinh quy
vi cung nhng ngudi trong gia dinh



——

Settlement Services,
International — V& Té
chuic Dich vu dmh»;
cuU quoc té i

Settlement Services International (SSI)
la tb chiic cong dong, phi lgi nhuan,
chuyén cung cap mat loat cac dich vu
trong Ilinh vuc dinh cu nhan dao, thu
xép nai 0, trg gilp cho ngudi xin ty
nan, cham séc nudi dudng da van hoa,
hd trg ngudi khuyét tat va dich vu viéc
lam & NSW.

SSI ciing la tb chiic quan Iy toan tiéu
bang déi v&i 11 Trung tam gitp d@ di
dan va Dich vu da van héa & moi noi
& tiéu bang NSW.

Muc tiéu clia ching t6i la xay dung xa
hoi dé cao céc gia tri da dang clia moi
ngudi va chll dong cung cép sy ho trg
dé dam bao su tham gia cé y nghia
vao céc hoat dong kinh té xa hoi va
gilp cho cac ca nhan va gia dinh dat
dugc tiém nang clia minh.
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What is a foster carer?

Foster carers provide a safe environment for
vulnerable children and young people in out-
of-home care by making them a part of their
own family and home.

There are more than 18,500 children and
young people in out-of-home care in NSW.
Foster carers play a vital role in helping to
provide a stable home and family for many of
these children.

Being a foster carer is an opportunity to help
a child or young person who has experienced
difficult circumstances. This may be through
supporting them while they wait to be returned
to their parents’ care, or by providing a caring,
safe and stable home for them to grow up in.

By providing guidance, patience, support,
stability and encouragement, foster carers
make a real difference to the lives of children
and young people in their care.

What qualities make
a good foster carer?

Each foster carer brings different skills,
qualities and family circumstances. All carers
are provided with information and training and
are assessed and authorised to provide foster
care.

The main quality that makes an effective foster
carer is to have a genuine interest and focus
on the child’s wellbeing and future. Other
strong attributes include:

* empathy and good listening skills
* perseverance when things get tough

* commitment to support the child with a
stable and caring home, and family

 flexibility and adaptability
* patience and a sense of humour

12  SSI Multicultural Foster Care

 stability and consistency in your personal
and family life

* awillingness to work with other people
in the child’s life such as birth parents,
siblings or extended family

» an ability to guide and discipline children
without the use of physical punishment

* looking after the physical and mental
health of yourself and your family members

* awillingness to work with caseworkers in
making decisions

* awillingness to support the child to
develop a sense of identity that may
include their culture, language and religion,
and connection to community.

Why do some children
need foster care?

Every child is different and the reasons they
need care are also different.

Children and young people who need care
have been removed from their birth parents
and families’ care because they have been in
a very unsafe situation.

There are many different reasons why parents
are not able to look after their children.
Sometimes it is as a result of a parent’s
depression or other mental health concerns,
domestic violence, or because of alcohol and
drug issues. Sometimes it is a combination of
many reasons.

When children and young people come

into care they need a great deal of time

and support to help them understand their
circumstances. This can include talking with
them about the reasons they are in care and
the decisions being made to help them live in
a safe, stable and permanent home.



Why is it important to
help maintain cultural
connections?

Children have many and different needs,
including the right to good health care,
education, and information about their identity,
family and culture.

Children in foster care who are supported to
learn about and maintain a connection to their
culture, religion and language have better
outcomes as they grow up than those who are
not supported in this way. These connections
help children to understand where they have
come from and to develop their sense of
belonging, and cultural, religious and linguistic
identity.

Helping children stay connected with
their culture, language and religion also
helps if and when children are returned or
reconnected to their birth parents and/or
extended family.

SSI Multicultural Foster Care has a strong
focus on helping children to maintain these
connections. Together with the support of a
caseworker, foster carers will be committing
to helping the child placed with them to learn
about and remain connected with their culture,
religion and language.

For carers who are not from the

same cultural background, the SSI
Multicultural Foster Care team works with the
carers, the child and their birth parents and,
where needed, culturally specific workers.

Together they develop and put in place a
cultural care plan that will assist the carer to
meet the child’s cultural needs.

Foster care options

The type of foster care provided for a child
will depend on their individual needs and
circumstances. They include:

Emergency care

Emergency care is for children who need

an urgent placement because there are
immediate concerns for their safety. The
duration of this type of care can range from a
few nights to a few weeks.

Short- to medium-term care

Short- to medium-term care can last

from anywhere between a few weeks to a
number of months. Where it is in the child’s
best interests, and it is safe to do so, SSI
Multicultural Foster Care works with the
Department of Family and Community
Services and families to restore a child to their
parents’ care during this time.

When restoration to the birth family is not the
goal for the child, short-term foster care is
required while the child’s extended family is
assessed to provide for his or her long-term
care.

If this is not an option, short- to medium-term
care is needed until a suitable foster carer

is found to provide for the child’s long-term
permanent care.

Respite care

From time to time, birth parents or foster
carers need a break from their caring role.
Respite care involves looking after children
for short periods of time to allow their birth
parents or foster carers to have a break, for
example, over school holidays or weekends.

Long-term or permanent care
Long-term or permanent carers are foster
carers who take on the responsibility and
commitment to care for a child or young
person on a permanent basis. For some
children permanent care may include a
guardianship order or open adoption.

The child or young person becomes part of
the foster carer’s family at least until they turn
18 years old, and often for many years after.

The unique qualities of long-term foster carers
include the capacity to provide for the child’s
long-term care and support them to meet their
needs. This can include helping them maintain
contact with their birth family.
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What to expect as
a foster carer

What are the rewards of providing foster
care to a child?

Opening your home to a child or young
person in need of care and protection is a big
decision and commitment. While challenging
at times, the rewards outweigh any difficult
times. Following are some comments from
foster carers about their personal experiences:

“Our lives have changed for the better since
we started being foster carers. Friends often
tell us that our foster children are blessed to
be in our care, but we think we are the ones
who are blessed to have them in our home
and family.”

“You give them your love and give them what
they have missed out on. Treat thern as though
they are part of the family.”

“With the challenges come the highlights

of knowing that | have helped these children
to stay connected with their religion and their
culture, and this has helped them become
strong and happy people...Il have given them
the love and security they needed, until they
were ready to return to their family, so | know
that | have been successful in my role as a
foster carer.”

What will the children be like?

Like all children, those in foster care will have
unique personalities, strengths and qualities.
It is important to note, however, that these
are children who have experienced abuse
or neglect, and have been removed from
their birth families’ care. As a result, it is not
uncommon for the children to be insecure,
and feel sadness, distrust, anxiety, grief and
even anger. The age of the child and his

or her individual history will influence their
behaviours.

It can be challenging to look after children
who feel this way. SSI Multicultural Foster
Care caseworkers work closely with foster
carers and children in care to work through
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difficulties. Children in foster care can be aged
from 0-18 years. Many children are part of a
sibling group, but some come into care on
their own.

What support will | receive?

SSI Multicultural Foster Care provides a range
of support services to foster carers, children
and young people in care, the foster carer’s
family and the child’s birth family.

This support includes:
* regular phone contact
and monthly visits
* initial and ongoing training
* access to 24 hour on-call
phone support for crisis situations
* respite care
* referrals to a range of support services.

Foster carers receive a fixed fortnightly
allowance based on the age of the foster
child. This allowance is to meet the cost of
clothing, food, education and other needs of
the child or young person in their care.

Will | get training?

All new foster carers are trained to care

for children and young people. Training is
mandatory and part of the assessment and
authorisation process. Training includes one-
on-one discussions and a short training course.
This can be arranged at a time to sulit you.

There is ongoing training once you become a
foster carer and all training is free of charge.
There are also opportunities to meet, and be
supported by, other foster carers.

Am | eligible to become
a foster carer?

Anyone can apply to become a foster carer
as long as they meet the conditions set out
below.

Applicants must be:
* over 21 years of age
* an Australian citizen or permanent resident



* in good physical and emotional health
without any medical condition that may
affect their ability to care for a child or
young person.

Foster carers come from all walks of life.
They can be:

* single, married, or in a same sex or
de facto relationship

* arenter or home owner
* working or not working

* a parent already, or someone who has
a strong interest in helping children.

How do | apply to
become a foster carer?

If you are interested in becoming a
foster carer with SSI, contact us on
(02) 8713 9200 or email
fostercare@ssi.org.au

We will arrange a time to come and speak with
you and your family about foster care, what it
involves, and

how to apply.

You will be provided with written information
about our service and an application form.
Once you have gathered the information you
need and you decide you want to proceed,
the next step will be to submit the application
form to us.

You will then be invited to participate in

an assessment process that will help us

determine whether you are eligible to become

a foster carer with our service.

The initial process includes:

* a safety inspection of your home

* arequest for medical and personal
references

* checks for Working with Children and
criminal records for all adult members of
your household

* participation in training

* assessment interviews with you and
members of your household.

About SSI

Settlement Services International (SSI) is a
community-based not-for-profit organisation
providing a range of services in the areas of
humanitarian settlement, housing, asylum
seeker assistance, multicultural foster care,
disability support and employment services
in NSW.

SSl is also the state-wide umbrella
organisation for 11 Migrant Resource Centres
and Multicultural Services across NSW.

Our vision is to achieve a society that values
the diversity of its people and actively
provides support to ensure meaningful social
and economic participation and to assist
individuals and families reach their potential.
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Contact us:

SSI Multicultural Foster Care
t: (02) 8713 9200

e: fostercare@ssi.org.au
WWWw.ssi.org.au

SSI Multicultural Foster Care is funded by NSW Family and Community Services
SSI Multicultural Foster Care dudc tai trg bai B6 Dich vu Gia dinh va Cong déng NSW



